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QUIET JOY

Somehow, sultry Brazilian rhythms manage to be both relaxing and
energizing. That's certainly the way I feel about the title track from Jennifer
Lee's new album. The promotional material indicates that Lee was inspired
by her new 7-string guitar (Boy, am I jealous!) and by the rustic beauty of the
town of Elk, in Mendocino County. Music from Rio by way of California?
Yes, and the secret here is not the easy slink of Lee's band (in particular, Paul
Ramirez on percussion), but in Lee's absolutely gorgeous wordless
vocalizations. When she's singing them alone, Astrud Gilberto is not far from
my mind. When she harmonizes with herself, she conjures memories of the
duo of Mark Ledford and David Blamires of the Pat Metheny Group. These
references make no difference though, because your ears will be swept away
on the wave of beautiful vocals.
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